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31st December 2020 

Our ref: SP/078/KB 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: Arrangements for Next Term Opening 

Happy New Year to you and your family. 

I do hope you and your children have had a restful and enjoyable break over the Christmas holidays. I 

thought it might be helpful, given the constant updates in the news, to confirm our plans at GANF for 

January 2021. 

Our plans, as always, are informed by my colleagues’ determination to provide your child with the best 

education we possibly can in these very challenging and constantly changing circumstances. Without 

their ongoing commitment, none of what follows would be possible! 

The detail below is of course subject to any amendments made by the government and the Department 

for Education. 

Following the government’s announcement yesterday evening, please see below arrangements for on-

site and remote teaching/learning. 

  

  On site learning/in school 
  

Remote learning  

4-8 January   • All children apart from the ones in 

the Clinically Extremely 

Vulnerable Category  

• All Clinically 

Extremely 

Vulnerable children 

(CEV) 

11-15 January   • As above  • As above 

18-22 January  • As above, unless there is a new 

government guidance 
 

• As above 
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When will the school open? 

Both schools will open on the 4th January 2021. See table above for Sandon children.  

Please note that on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday next week (4th-6th January), schools will close at 

2pm. School Transport have been informed. This will allow time for both schools to train staff and prepare 

everything needed for the lateral testing of secondary age pupils and all staff required by the government. 

We chose this option over an additional training day/INSET in January, to limit the disruption to children’s 

learning and necessary family arrangements. 

Can my child attend school if they are in the CEV category? 

It is the Trust’s decision that your child can attend school even if they are in the CEV category. However, 

you will need to provide a medical letter/email dated today, 31st December onwards noting that they are 
safe to come to school where we work in small bubbles but social distancing in these bubbles is not always 

possible due to the nature of the schools.  

Is on site attendance compulsory for children? 

Yes. Absence during this period will be recorded as ‘unauthorised’ and referred to the Local Authority. 

Please refer to the table above, re CEV children.  

What educational provision will be made for children working remotely at home? 

We intend to offer a full curriculum online for those children working remotely. This will be provided, as 

was the case in November, through your preferred method that you chose at the start of the Autumn 

Term via the remote learning school survey. 

Who should I contact if my child struggles to access these resources? 

If your child is struggling with the lessons or needs extra equipment to access them, please discuss with 

the class teacher in the first instance. If you need further support please contact Head of School, Kate 

White at kate.white@ganf-cit.co.uk 

Will lessons be live streamed using Microsoft Teams as some schools are doing? 

Our priority is to provide a full curriculum online and, in the vast majority of lessons, this can most 

adequately, and easily, be accessed through teacher designed resources. Where teaching requires it, 

additional audio and video resources may be uploaded, but we are conscious that this presumes every 

child has equal access to high quality ICT at home and good quality broadband speeds. Some teachers may 
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choose to make some resources available through Microsoft Teams but we remain of the view that a 

video of taught content does not always provide the most effective learning experience. 

What can we do, as parents/carers, to support our child’s remote learning? 

Our experience, from Autumn Term, was that the children who established early, and monitored (by 

parents/carers) ways of working, were those who made most progress. In most cases these children 

needed little, or no, catch up support when they returned to School. This is why our goal is to provide a 

full curriculum online from the very first lesson on Monday, 4th January 2021. 

Will GANF be offering staff and pupils regular Covid-19 testing? 

Yes, we are doing everything possible to recruit and train a Covid workforce in both schools. Subject to 

the arrival of the testing kits promised by the government, we should be able to start large scale testing 

next week for staff first.  

The testing facility should be up and running, as from the 11th January as it requires a significant workforce, 

training and dedicated spaces.  

If you are happy for your child to be tested, please fill in the registration and consent forms (these will 

follow by tomorrow) and the consent statement (one per pupil) and return it to Katie Bennington at 

katie.bennington@ganf-cit.co.uk (will follow by tomorrow). 

Will all children have access to such regular Covid-19 testing? 

The government’s intention is that this testing is for secondary aged children (Years 7-14 at GANF) at the 

moment and all staff.  

What is the purpose of this regular testing? 

The intention of regular testing is to reduce the number of children, and staff, who need to isolate because 

they have come into close contact with a confirmed Covid-19 case. Rather than needing to isolate for 10 

days close contacts can remain at School and will be tested, daily, for 7 days from the point of close 

contact. Many people who come into close contact never contract the virus and this method of testing 

will reduce any disruption the virus presents to the effective education of your child. 

Will testing be compulsory for all staff/children? 

Testing will be offered on a voluntary basis but I would strongly recommend your child taking advantage 

of this facility, once it becomes available. Consent will be required from parents/carers for any children 
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attending GANF. Those who choose not to be tested, and subsequently find themselves identified as ‘close 

contacts’, will need to isolate at home for 10 days. Further details regarding the testing arrangements at 

GANF will be made available when they have been finalised. 

What are the School’s expectations of my child to wear a face covering at School? 

Children who can are expected to wear face coverings on transport and whilst transitioning in inside the 

school buildings.  

I trust the detail of this letter has addressed any questions and concerns you may have had about our 

opening in January 2021.  

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

Stela Plamenova 

Executive Headteacher - GANF 
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