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1st March 2021 

Our ref: SP/112/KB 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: 8th March School Re-opening  

Please look at the letter below which is intended to address some of the most immediate questions that you may 
have about the school’s re-opening. 

The detail below is of course subject to any amendments made by the government and the Department for 
Education.   

Some year groups will be transitioning back into schools this week and parents have been informed of that. 

When will the school open for all children? 

We shall be able to open, for all year groups, as soon as possible during the week commencing 8th March 2021. The 
practicalities of testing our pupils, prior to their return, and needing to do this with three to five days between the 
first and second tests, means that some staggering of a return will be required. 

Also, a small number of pupils will benefit from a short-phased return which if necessary will be discussed with 
parents and case workers. 

Can my child attend school if he/she is in the CEV category? 

It is the Trust’s decision that your child can attend school even if they are in the CEV category. However, you will 
need to provide a medical letter/email noting that they are safe to come to school where we work in small bubbles 
but social distancing in these bubbles is not always possible due to the nature of the schools. If you child is in school 
already and we received a medical letter previously, arrangements continue as normal and you do not need to do 
anything. 

Is on site attendance compulsory for children? 

Yes. Absence during this period will be recorded as ‘unauthorised’ and referred to the Local Authority. This does 
not apply to children who are in the CEV category and have to continue shielding. Please contact the school if you 
have any specific concerns. We are here to listen and help. 
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What educational provision will be made for children working remotely at home if they are shielding or have to 
self-isolate? 

Current arrangements will continue as required and we will offer a full curriculum online for those children working 
remotely. 

Who should I contact if my child struggles to access these resources? 

If your child is struggling with the lessons or needs extra equipment to access home learning, please discuss with 
the class teacher in the first instance. If you need further support please contact Head of School, Kate White at 
kate.white@ganf-cit.co.uk 

Will GANF be offering staff and secondary students regular Covid-19 testing? 

There are testing facilities across both sites with staff fully trained to support this process. 

If you are happy for your child to be tested, please fill in the registration and consent forms attached and the 
enclosed consent statement (one per pupil) and return it to Katie Bennington at katie.bennington@ganf-cit.co.uk 
If you have completed a form already, you do not need to do anything. 

Will all children have access to such regular Covid-19 testing? 

The government guidance is that LFT testing is for secondary aged children only (Years 7-14 at GANF) and all 
staff. pupils are required to have 3 tests on return to school, 3 to 5 days apart. After that they will be tested regularly 
on site. You will receive NHS notification of results when your child has been tested. If there is a positive result, you 
will need to be available to pick up your child when we call you. 

What is the purpose of this regular testing? 

The intention of regular testing is to reduce transmission of the virus within the school community and beyond by 
helping to identify people who are infectious but do not have any symptoms.  

Will testing be compulsory for all children? 

Testing will be offered on a voluntary basis but I would strongly recommend your child taking advantage of this 
facility. Consent will be required from parents/carers of any secondary aged children attending GANF who wish 
their child to be tested regularly at school.  

What arrangements will be in place to keep my child safe? 

In addition to the arrangements above, which will help us to isolate confirmed cases promptly, your child will still 
work in small ‘bubbles’ when on site. We shall also be asking children to wear face coverings whilst transitioning 
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inside school and to wash hands/sanitise them regularly. They did this really well in the run up to Christmas break, 
so thank you for your ongoing support in this area. Please make sure your children have a good supply of face 
coverings/sanitiser and know how to dispose of them safely and hygienically. For the immediate future, we will 
minimise pupil movement around the site by teaching them in zoned ‘bubble’ areas, as we did in December. We 
are hoping to remove some restrictions in the summer term but we shall be monitoring the situation very closely 
and will only make this change when it is safe to do so. 

How will my child’s needs be met if they have concerns about returning to School? 

All staff are aware of the need to be sensitive in supporting your child’s positive return to School and will do all they 
can to support your child, if they need extra help. Most children, and staff, are happily looking forward to our 
reopening. Our Pastoral Team have been providing ongoing support remotely for those children most in need. You 
have also had regular contact with class leads and senior leaders. Helpful resources on mental health and well-
being have been placed on the website for parents and carers. We will be organising information events for parents, 
in the near future, which will assist you in helping your child to good mental health. Please just call us if you have 
any individual concerns or queries. 

What are the School’s expectations of my child to wear a face covering at school? 

Children who can are expected to wear face coverings on transport and whilst transitioning inside the school 
buildings. This is particularly important and expected of secondary aged pupils. Please make sure your child comes 
in with a small sealable bag where they can keep their mask when not using it during the day. 

Will educational visits still take place? Will any be planned for the Summer Term? 

Currently the Department for Education is advising against school trips. We very much hope that this advice will 
change later in the summer term and that day trips may be possible before the end of the year.  

Will the dining hall and hot food be available on my child’s return? 

Our intention is to provide hot food for all pupils on site as normal. However, meals will be delivered to classrooms 
to avoid mixing bubbles. 

Will my child’s curriculum be modified in any way? 

There will be a big focus on Recovery Curriculum and pupils’ well-being. It remains our commitment, wherever 
possible, for things to continue as normal. 

We still have a number of staff who won’t be able to return to work on the 8th March due to being in the CEV 
category or pregnant. We also know that we can potentially have colleagues who might need to self-isolate or be 
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absent from work for various reasons. Therefore, in exceptional circumstances such as staff shortages that impact 
on the safe operations of the school, we will operate a class rota system for short periods of time.  

Any staff changes impacting tutor groups will be shared this week via Parent Mail.  

As always, thank you for all your ongoing support and sharing some fantastic photos and stories of home learning 
activities with your child. It’s been a long journey for all and we can’t wait to see everyone back in school! 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

  

 

Stela Plamenova 

Executive Headteacher - GANF 
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